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MINUTES of the EXECUTIVE COMMlnEE Meeting
FORUM on Physics ond Society. April 26. 1982 by
Dietrich Schroeer. Dept. of Physics and Astronomy.
UNC, Chapel Hill. NC 27514.
The Executive Committee meeting was called to
order by Nina Byers at 7:30 pm on Monday, April 26,
1982 in Suite E. of the Shoreham hotel in Washington,
DC. Executive Committee members present were
Nina Byers, Barry (Mike) Casper, William Chinowsky,
John Dow-ling, Eric Fawcett, Kenneth W. Ford.
William J. Gallagher, Ernest C. Hammond, Malvin A.
Ruderman, Alvin M. Saperstein, Dietrich Schroeer,
Brian Schwartz. Other persons attending included
Rolph Alpher. Earl Callen, Vernon Ehlers. David
Hafemeister, L Charles Hebel. Anthony V. Nero,
Mark Sakitt, leo Sartori. Mary Shoaf. Peter D. Zim
merman.
1. Report of the Secretary:
The MINUTES of the Jonuary 25. 1982 meeting of the
Forum Executive Committee were approved.
2. Announcements by Nina Byers:
The APS Council has approved another $1500 sub
sidy for the Forum Newsletter for next year, to be
deposited to the FORUM account after September of
1982.
The nominating committee is made up of Caroline
Herzenberg (chairperson). Barry (Mike) Cosper.
Charles Schwartz. and E. William Colglazier.
Discussions with Andrew Sessler on the Committee
of International Freedom of Scientists are continuing
about Polish scientists in particular.
Rosemary Chalk of the AAAS hopes AAAS can in
teract with POPA and the Forum on the issue of scien
tific secrecy.
3. The APS and Regulations on Technology Transfer:
Nina Byers led a discussion of who shou Id be able to
claim to speak out on behalf of the APS on political
issues. The general agreement was that care should
be taken by officials of the APS not to speak improper·
lyon its behalf. Nino then appointed Earl Callen to
draft a position paper for the FORUM's consideration
on the restrictions associated with limiting technology
transfer.
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undertake. Considerable interest was expressed at
the discussion, and topics have been and are being
collected. Groups of individuals will be organized to
convert suggested topics into preliminary proposals
for possible studies. POPA-Studies chairman Tony
Nero pointed out that the link to POPA might come.
once sharper preliminary proposals are developed.
leo's ad hoc subcommittee, including Perter Zimmer
man, Chuck Hebel, Alvin Sapestein, and Dietrich
Schroeer, will organize these groups and think about
possible study formats.
6. Editor's Report:
John Dowling pointed out the availability of FORUM
signup postcards, and asked that these be distributed
at FORUM sessions. He asked whether foreign mail
ings of the Newsletter were needed. He will make a
proposal at the next Executive Committee meeting
concerning a Journal of ~hysics and SOciety.
7. Councillor's Report:
Mike Casper reported on the APS Council meeting.
The Council is reworking the constitution and by-laws.
Mike proposed that the FORUM Councillor should be
made a voting member of POPA (see Item 4). Nino
Byers suggested she write to the Council asking that
this be done. Ken Ford then moved that:
Motion No.1: The FORUM recommends to the
APS Council that in the long term one FORUM
Executive member, named by the FORUM
chairman, be a member of POPA and that for
now POPA is encouraged to invite Q FORUM
Executive Committee member to meet with
POPA in its meetings.
This motion passed.

It is possible for the FORUM to nominate persons to
become Fellows of the APS. The awards committee is
charged to pursue this possibility. The awards com
mittee consists of John Dowling (chairman), leo Sar
tori. and Joseph loch.
How might the FORUM become involved in educ
tionaI efforts? An ad hoc committee was formed to
think about this; chaired by Mike Casper, and with
volunteers Ernest Hammond, Eric Fawcett. John Dow
ling. and Dietrich Schrooer.

4. The POPA·FORUM Conn-':tion:
Nino Byers suggested an official exchange of com
mittee members between POPA and the FORUM as
port of the POPA reorganization now under discus
sion,i.e.. one POPA might be ex officio member of the
FORUM Executive Committee. and vice versa.
Presently this is happening unofficially through peo
ple who have dual appointments. (Continued under
Item 7.)

8. APPT Publication of FORUM Symposia:
The preceedings of the FORUM's nuclear prolifera
tion session in San Francisco. edited by Jock
Hollander. is ready to go to the AAPT for review and
decision on publication. The Rosenfeld/Budnitz solar
session is still being worked on. Ken Ford will con
tinue to pursue the AAPT publication route in the
future.

5. APS·FORUM Studies:
lea Sartori reported on an earlier open discussion
about possible arms·race studies the FORUM might

9. Program Chairman's Report:
A second short course on the arms race for the 1983
April meeting in Baltimore was approved. David
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Hafemeister and Dietrich Schroeer will again organize
it. A Symposium on the crisis in high-sc~ool science
education will be held at the January 1983 New York
meeting. It is being organized by Willie Fowler, and
Albert Shankar will be one of the speakers. Will the
AAPT cosponsor it? Earl Callen will organize a session
on secrecy in science for the April 1983 meetin9 in
Baltimore.

A Guide to Disarmament Media for use in organiz
ing and educating efforts in disarmament includes a
selected list of films, videotapes and slides, written
guides, and resources to disarmament materials. Also
featured are tips in presenting an effective program.
The Guide is available at $1.00 per copy; 2-10 copies,
75' each from Media Network, 208 W. 13 St., New
York, NY 10011; (212) 620-0878.

10. Ground Zero:
leo Sartori reported that Ground Zero activities
took place in many places, and that it was reasonably
successful without us.

NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL HOTLINE • 3 minute
taped message updated weekly on the latest informa
tion on arms control and military budget legislation
and Executive Branch policy developments. Hotline
highlights key upcoming votes in Congress. (202)
543-0006. Maintained by Council for a livable World,
100 Maryland Ave .. NE, Washington, DC 20002.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Journal of Physics and Society: the issue of whether
there should be such a journal was raised again. John
Dowling, the editor of this newsletter, is charged by
the Forum to look into such a journal and what it en
tails. please send your comments, opinions, and sug
gestions to him - Physics Department, Monsfield State
College, Mansfield, PA 16933 or call 717-662-4275.
Editorial Board of Physics and Society. The Forum
newsletter now has an editorial board. The members
are Earl Collen, American University, Washington, DC
20016 (202-686-2549), Joel Primack, Univ. of Califor
nia, Santa Cruz, CA 95064 (408-429-2580)' Gerry
Wheeler, Montana State Univ. Bozeman, MT 59717
(406-994-3614) and William Chinowsky, Univ. of
California, Berkeley, CA 94720 (415-642-4966).
Acknowledgement: Ellen Hackett has helped with
each Forum newsletter since I took over as editor. She
has now graduated and gone to work for Kodak. I
wish to thank her for her past help and to wish her
well.
Division of History of Physics
The APS Council established a Division of History of
Physics on 22 November 1980. The new, Division spon
sored sessions at the APS meetings in Baltimore (22
April 1981)' San Francisco (25 & 26 January 1982) and
Washington (27 April 1982), and plans to sponsor ses
sions at the New York, Baltimore and San Francisco
meetings in 1983. An electiOn of officers was held in
December 1981. For 1982 the chajrperson is Martin J.
Klein (Yale); vice-chairperson, laurie M. Brown (Nor
thwestern); secretary-treasurer, Stephen G. Brush
(Maryland). The Division now has about 1200
. members. A History of Physics Newsletter will be
published in Fall 1982; copies will be sent free of
charge to all Division members and available to
others on a subscription basis. For further information
write to S. G. Brush, Institute for Physical Stience and
Technology, University of Maryland, College Park, MD
20742.

HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS· now sharing of
fices at 36 W. 44th St., New York, NY 10036 are
Helsinki Watch (212) 840-9460 Jeri Faber, Executive
Director; Fund for Free Expression (212) 840-9460
Sophie Silberberg, Executive Director; Americas
Watch (212) 840-9460 Aryeh Neier, Vice Chairperson;
Lawyers Committee for International Human Rights
(212) 921-2160 Michael Posner, Executive Director.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Washington APS Session on Creationism
Comment on pages 3 & 4 of April 1982 Forum
newsletter:
1. Concerning a program on creationism at the
Washington meeting: "There will be no Forum co
sponsorship unless a pro-creation speaker is on the
program." No doubt the Forum would invite the fox in
to the chicken coop for a discussion with the chickens.
2. With civilization on the brink of nuclear extinc
tion, "The Forum declines the request for mailing
labels from Ground Zero... there was fear that provi
sion of mailing labels might be taken as constituting a
'tacit' affiliation." Fiddling while Rome burns.
lee Kean
427 Raley Avenue, S.E.
Carrollton, Ohio 44615
13 May 1982
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On the "Disarmament, Cold War, or Nuclear War" ses
The Wash ington Post reports that, by 2 to 1.
sion at the San Francisco APS meeting.
Americans believe that the Soviet Union is ahead of
the United States in nuclear weapons. Yet the
Your issue of April 1982 presented a brief synopsis
numbers, and our own experts - speaking at Forum
of my talk to the Forum Symposium on "Disarmament,
Symposia - tell us just the opposite. The government
Cold War. or Nuclear War" at the San Francisco
tells uS of the possibilities of "limited nuclear war."
meeting of the APS/AAPT on January 28.1982. that is
Yet our experts tell us of the inevitable breakdown of
subject to misinterpretation. The comment that "He
the C'I apparatus which is the only mechanism which
(Drell) pointed out that agreements and policies are
might serve to limit a nuclear war. once started. The
not static and attention must be given to changes"
government and the people talk about the superiority
was applied to the ABM treaty and U.S. civil defense
in "conventional armaments" of the Soviets and of the
policy. I in no way suggested changes in these
"inevitable" need for tactical nuclear weapons to
policies. In fact. what I said was:
block the "impending" Soviet invasions. Yet our ex
perts. and the numbers. tell us otherwise. More im
"This year is the tenth anniversary of the
portantly in a nation founded on the principles of the
ABM treaty. and its scheduled five·year
"Age of Enlightenment," in which means are to be ra
review conference marks an important oc
tionally related to ends, we find vast expenditures
casion for arms control. I see no persuasive
-present and impending . for weapon systems based
reason to consider modifying the ABM
not upon their possible uses but on the impression
treaty in 1982... 0verall. the treaty remains
they might make upon the ignorant, the irrational.
the most substantive achievement in arms
and the mystical. Rather than being rational-scientific,
control between the U.S. and the Soviet
we are to "keep up with the Jones'" even though, as
Union."
Hans Bethe said. that implies stumbling into an
economic system as bad as that of the Soviets. It is
and
time for the Council of the American PhYSical Society
to place before the American people, by its
"Civil defense does not offer a realistic
statements and deeds, an image of rational thought
escape from the current nuclear 'balance of
and action to meet the threat of nuclear holocaust
terror.' It should not be used to create and
which may be impending.
support the dangerous illusion that there is
a likelihood o~ waging and surviving a
Specifically, speaking in their role as accomplished
nuclear war ....
physicists, the Council should point out. strongly and
publicly, that the inherent susceptibility of the com
Sidney D. Drell
ponents of the C 3 1 system to easy incapacitation from
Stanford University
the physical effects of distant nuclear explosions
Stanford. CA 94305
makes implausible the careful orchestration of
19 April 1982
weapon use required to prevent an initially "limited
nuclear war" from becoming "total." Based upon their
experience with the less than perfect reliability of
large scale, Single-time-use systems (Murphy's law).
they should point out the implausibility of the preven
tion of devastating retaliatory nuclear strikes, no mat
ter how large the opponents "damage. limiting" first·
strike is. Thus. as "operationalists" we know that the
concept of "strategic nuclear superiority" is now
meaningless; the people should be brought to this
realization. Knowing the technological capabilities of
On Science and the Public f
modern long distance surveillance techniques, the
Council's statement should deal with the American
A major task of the American Physical Society is the
public's fear (6 to 1 in the Washington Post's survey of
enhancement of the image of science and scientists in
29 April 1982) that the Soviets will be able to
the public eye and the encouragement of rational
Significantly cheat on any agreement to freeze or
scientific thinking and action on the part of govern
decrease the level of strategiC nuclear explosive
ment. society, and individuals. Yet today we find wide
delivery systems. Finally. the Council statement
discrepancies between popular and governmental
should call for the rational treatment of our common
beliefs on vital matters and the views held by many if
problems; for the acquisition of· tools· weapon and
not most - of the members of the scientific community.
otherwise· which are directly related to clearly envi
prominent and otherwise. It behooves the APS to act
sioned notional purposes; for the avoidance of a tool
towards eliminating these discrepancies and the
chest so overburdened with tools, (acquired just
Forum to make appropriate suggestions to the Council
because they could be had) that it falls over
of the APS for the initiation of such acts.

