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LUCINDA HENE a.k.a. SPECTRA: Our heroine. She mysteriously developed
laser superpowers around the time she entered Tesla Junior high and has been
saving the town, and the world, ever since. Regular student and star swimmer
most of the time, when it counts she can turn into a laser and save the day.

RUBY: Lucy’s best friend since 2nd grade, Ruby has an eye for fashion. When
she’s not redecorating her room she can be found behind the lens of her camera.
She has always loved science, particularly astronomy.

GORDY: He’s a star on and off the field. The starting quarterback for the Tesla
Junior High Chargers and straight A student, Gordy can always keep his head and
come up with a plan.

KAS: Lead guitarist of garage band “The Ultraviolet Catastrophe” and Spectra’s
biggest fan. His greatest ambition is to go on tour with One Republic and rock out
all over the world.

GENERAL LESLIE J. RELATIVITY: Former army General turned high school
physics teacher, don’t let his gruff exterior fool you. Actually, yes, his gruff exterior
is pretty accurate. He does have a soft spot for his beloved niece, Ruby, who
doesn’t seem to understand why everyone else is so scared of him.

ANDY and CATHY TERMINAL: These swindlers move town to town trying to make
a buck with their curious current machines. Their heroes include P.T. Barnum and
Harold Hill. Its easy to fall for their hype, as Spectra’s town soon finds out in...
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The roof of Tesla Junior High has a new, and unfortunate, decoration.

The wrecked remains of the
town’s newest attraction,
the Magno-Go-Round.

And school principal,
Dr. Daniel, is convinced
our heroes know
what happened.
Why does it
always seem
to involve you
kids?! And you,
too, Leslie?

I need to get to
the bottom of why,
Exactly, there is a
Merry Go Round on the
roof of my school.

Thank you, Gordy,
but I don’t care
what its called,
Technically it’s a
I want to know
“Magno-Go-Round..”
how it got on
my roof!

We didn’t
do it!

Well someone did. And
I have a feeling you can
tell me who.
Ruby, come with
me. The rest of
you, wait here.

I was out at
Miss Alignment’s
old Con Cave...
Just tell me
what you know.
Did anything
seem odd these
past few weeks?
Please have a
seat, Ruby. Now
what can you
tell me?

I don’t
know...
I didn’t do
anything
wrong.

“...but the lighting was so
perfect and there are these
beautiful flowers.

That place is
dangerous!
You shouldn’t
be up there,
especially
alone!

I know...

I heard voices coming from the
Con Cave. I didn’t have my phone
with me to text Lucy, so I decided
to investigate on my own.
You didn’t have your
phone with you!?
What if something
happened to you!?

I’ll be more careful
next time, I just
forgot. Anyway, I
heard some voices
coming from the cave.

I decided to move
closer and see if
I could overhear
anything.

Nothing good has
ever happened in
that cave.

It was pretty hard
to see because only
the caution lights
were on.

Everything was red.

...Well someone did. And
Yeah, the last time didn’t
end so well...
but come on, this place is
perfect. It’s like a sit-com
from the 50’s. Mom and
apple pie. They’ll never see it
comin’. They even have
this perfect hideout.

Alright, bro,
lets do it. But
let’s play it a
little cooler
than last time.

That’s the spirit!
Us Terminal Twins
stick together.

I got out of there
as fast as I could.
I didn’t want to
get kidnapped
again.*

*See Spectra #7, “High intensity”

I wish I hadn’t
forgotten my
camera and I
wish Lucy was
there.”

Thank you, Ruby, I
am sure that’s not
the whole story, but
thank you for telling
me what you know.

So you see, Dr.
Daniel, it’s all the
fault of the man in
the white suit. It
was definitely white
with red lapels.
His sister was
all in black.

And please, do
be careful in the
future, bring your
cell phone, and stay
away from villain’s
former hideouts.

Gordon, I think
it would be good
to hear from
you next.

Yes ma’am. I’m
sorry I don’t
know more.

Yes, Dr.
Daniel. I’ll
do my best.

Why didn’t anyone listen to me
in the first place? we should have
built a new science lab, not a
stupid Magno-Go-Round.

Yeah, I know.
The first thing I
remember about
I agree, but now we need
that thing was
to focus on figuring out
the night…
how the Magno-Go-Round
ended up in the roof.

“…I spoke at the city council meeting about needing
a new science lab. I’d done research for weeks
and worked so hard to put together my speech. I
thought I had thought of everything. I didn’t think
of scheming, lying, money-grubbing, …
Gordon, let’s stick
to the facts and save
the commentary.
Yes mA’am.
Hello ladies and gelatines,
I mean gentlemen, of the city
and city council. I’d, um, like to,
um, talk to you about the Tesla
Junior High Science Lab
It’s been 20 weeks, I
mean years, since its been
updated and it’s in need of
improvements.

i was a little nervous
at first but hit my
stride by the finish...
...you see, the budget
surplus should be spent
on helping your children,
my friends, learn science.
There have been so many
advances in teaching
methods and in science
and we can’t afford for
our students to
fall behind.

STEM is the
future and
we need to
be ready.

Yo, Gordy, I’m really
happy for you and Imma
let you finish, who am I
kidding, no I’m not, but
we have one of the best
ideas of all time.

In conclusion…

Best
ideas
of all
time!

Move over, kid.

My sis, Cathy, and
I just happen to
have a way that
you can have your
science lab and
so much more.

Why spend money
when you can
spend money to
make money??

Do you want
to be the kind
of town that’s
stuck in the past
or are you ready
to twirl into
the future?

We can
put this
town on
the map.

Heard of
anaheim?
Yeah, we
were there.

That’s right!
We can put
this town on
the map.

Because we have

the future!

just imagine
People from all
over spending
money right
here.
You’ll be
the vacation
destination
of the
midwest.

we want the

future!
we want

I give you THE

to
twirl!

MAGNO-GOROUND!
The latest in science
powered rides!

we want
to spend
money to
make
money!

goo!

It floats, it
spins, it uses
big science
words to do
it, and best
of all...

Wha… I
don’t get
it, where’d
Gordy go?

grrrr!

But there’s no
guarantee it will
make money, and
I don’t even think
the science is right.

This is all the
science your
town needs.
People will come
from all over
to ride the
Magno-Go-Round.

it will make
your town
millions.

You did this
in physics
class with
a nail and
a cocktail
umbrella.
trust us,
its fine.

Besides, kid,
it doesn’t
matter, you
already
lost.

All in favor of
the amazing

Magno-GoRound?!

we’re
gonna be
rich!

and
famous!

And that’s all I know,
Dr. Daniel. The town never
should have voted for it.
I wish I could have been
more convincing.
Please don’t blame
yourself, Gordon, you
did a great job!
those two are
professionals.

Ugh, looks
like I’m up.

Good luck,
soldier.
she’s tough.

Hello again, Kas.
I’m sorry, but
we just can’t
accept unsolicited
recordings.

I didn’t do anything
I swear! I was just
there, I don’t know
why stuff like this
keeps happening
around me!

“So, I was at the radio
station, trying to get
them to play the latest
single by The
Ultraviolet Catastrophe.

The Ultra what?
My band. We’re
totally great but
no one seems to, ya
know, “get it.”
Anyway, it was
pouring rain out
with lots of
lightning.

Calm down, Kas.
I know it wasn’t
your fault. Please
just tell me what
you know. Have you
seen anything
odd recently?

But, this stuff
is off the
chain. If she’d
just give it a
chance…

I’m sure
it is.

I’m sorry, Kas.
I’m sure one
day you’ll be
great.
Have a nice day
and stay dry!

thanks.
No one
appreciates
good music
anymore.

You’re here live
with DJ Rockin’
Rogan...

...playing the the
hottest tunes from
the coolest bands.

And we just happen
to have some special
guests here today. Those
Captains of Current, those
Earls of Electricity, the
Grand Marshals of th...

WHAT WAS
THAT?

Thanks for
having us, Liz.
We love this
tiny town.

So tell our
listeners,
what IS a
Magna-GoRound?

Oh no! It
looks like the
electricity went
out! Again, I’m
Sorry guys.

I’m so sorry,
guys. The fuses
in this place are
terrible.

“I figured with the power out I could sneak
past the lady at the desk and give my demo
to Rockin’ Rogan herself. I mean, she knows
good music, unlike some people.

But when I got to the booth,
I heard a guy in a white suit
talking. I was thinking, hey,
maybe he knows good music,
too. So I stuck around.

Darn it. Missed
opportunity to
keep this town
on our side.

Yeah, we’ll just
patch this thing
together enough to
keep ‘em satisfied.
We’re just here to
look good.

We’re going cheap,
right? Take their
money and make it
look good?

I couldn’t believe it. The man in the
white suit and his friend must be
working for The Terminal Twins and
they didn’t know he was going to
take their money and run.

Hey, that would be
a great song lyric,
“take the money
and run.”
Kas, please focus.
And I think that line
is already taken.
Well anyway, these guys were up
to no good and The Twins didn’t
know about it.

I had to find the twins and
warn them. Taking their
money. Not cool, man in the
white suit, not cool.
It was still storming
and I realized I had no
idea where to find the
twins. Which was most
unfortunate.

But I ran towards the
construction site thinking
they might be there.

I never could find them.”

And that’s all I got, Dr.
Daniel. Wish I could help
more, but I know it was
definitely the man in
the white suit.

Thank you for your
help, Kas. It seems
that all of you saw a
man in a white suit.

Yep, that’s the dude
you’re looking for.
For sure.

Gen. Leslie J. Relativity
reporting for
interrogation, Ma’am!
I appreciate your
candor. Please have a
seat. So when did you
first notice anything
out of the ordinary?

I will answer any
question I can. No
need for coercion.

Well
ma’am...

“I was doing my
morning routine...
100 sit ups, 100 pull
ups, and 100 pushups
with each arm.

My house has a nice view
of the Magno-Go-Round
site. Its nice to see good
people hard at work.

84...85...86…

But then I started looking closer. I didn’t like the look of
those people. I never heard of “Dubious Shipping” or “Shady
Enterprises” and I know my construction companies!

And they had spray paint on
their truck. SPRAY PAINT!
No work ethic at all!
None! I can’t tolerate
slackers and do-nothing
workers. They need a
few years in the army to
straighten them out.
I should have…

Yes Leslie, I’m sure they were
horrible. But let’s move on.
What else did you notice?
They had no idea what they were doing.
No direction! They needed a leader!

I was sure The Twins had no idea. Good
people, the Twins, good people.

I had to show the Twins
what was going on so I got
out some supplies to record
their abhorrent behavior.

You know, the normal stuff...

Parabolic receiver, infrared
camera, night vision. just
what I had around the
house, of course.

I was able to keep tabs on
the construction 24/7. I
knew I needed hard evidence
so I recorded everything.

Oh the things I saw.
Disgraceful. Horrible work.

I needed to know who
was behind it.

On Tuesday night at
exactly 17:00 I saw
the perpetrator.

He was telling his men
they were doing great.
He instructed them to
use even lower quality
equipment because he
wanted to make a profit
for himself.

He was wearing a white suit.

I knew exactly what to do.

I recorded the
conversation…

...and handed the
hard evidence over
to the twins.”

I assume you will
deal harshly with
those involved!

You bet, sir, you bet.
We’ll take care of it. We
can’t stand people that
take the easy way out.

I assumed they
would fire those
involved and perform a thorough
inspection of the
work already
completed.

Sorry I’m late, I needed to
go and get some things first.
I think I can shed some light
on this negative situation.

I told them all
about the 5 keys
to a productive
workforce.
1. Always...
Hi, Guys!
who the..?

Spectra!

I hope you can, no one
else has been much help.
They all keep saying it
was a man in a white
suit but no one knows
someone that wears
that much white!

You guys didn’t see
me much, but I was
there through all
of this stuff, too.
After the Miss
Alignment fiasco*
I’ve been randomly
keeping an eye on
the town.
Oh, and I wouldn’t
have missed Gordy’s
city council speech
for anything! Way
to go, buddy!

Don’t worry,
I got this.

I saw the man in the
white suit, but not the
way you all did.
So I guess
now its time
for you to
call me into
your office
Dr. Daniel?

*See Spectra #7,
“High intensity”

I think we’d all like
to hear this. What do
you remember?

“Well, I went to the big grand opening because
I was sure something would go wrong. No one
believed my warnings and I couldn’t prove
anything, I just had a feeling.

These two seemed too likable
for me. And besides, I’d seen
enough shady stuff from
them around town.

After so many adventures I
hoped I could fix a problem
...if I saw one.

Welcome one and all
to our irresistible
creation, our current
contraption, our
amped attraction...

Check it out!

We want
to fly!

the Magnificent
Magno-Go-Round!
See the Unicorn?
I want to ride
the unicorn!

I can’t
believe they
built it!

I’d rather
be at the
water park.

Come one come
all to ride the
flying elephants
of the sky!

Wish they
were playing
my music, not
this circus
stuff.

I’m sorry, Gordy, the
town should have gone
with your idea. Way to be
a good sport about it all.
I’m sure Ruby is glad
you came.

grumble..
Science lab...
grumble.!

Everything look flashy and
shiny and new, but with sleeping
ride operators and what looked
like bad construction, I knew
we needed to be ready for
something to go wrong.

Ohm my goodness,
here we go! Look
at the potential!

My Spectra senses
are definitely triggered.
I’m going to be ready
just in case.
yeah,
something
isn’t right.

Um, sir?
Aren’t you
supposed
to be paying
attention?
Get ready
to ride!!!

Everyone got on
the ride and..
I wanted to ride
the unicorn!
Uh..yes, Kas, you did.
As I was saying…

when it went into
the air I could hear
creaking and whining.
It sounded like the
whole structure was
going to crack and
the wires were going
to blow.

It wasn’t easy to
hear over the noise
but it was there.

Come on, man, get
over the science lab,
lets have some fun.
Lucy, quit
making us
worry.

Everything was going well. It actually
worked which was a bit of a surprise for me.
Everyone got a great view of the town.

And then it all
happened so fast.
All at once.

The electrical panel
shorted out.

that Took out most of the
circuit’s resistance which
made the thing spin way too
fast. Way, way too fast.

Oh no! I’m
glad I came
prepared.

They shoulda
voted for...

Don’t say it,
dude, just
don’t say it.
We’ll
cover for
you, Lucy.

Well, its not as
good as a phone
booth, but it will
have to do!

Oh no!

I flew out from the
Little Superhero’s Room
as fast as possible.

There had to be a way to use
laser power to fix this.

Looking at the situation I figure
I had to stop it from getting
worse first before I could
make anything better.

I’m not so great at
putting out fires.

But I figured out how to stop
the fire from getting worse.

I unplugged the whole ride.

At least then the ride would
stop spinning, too. That might
make things a little easier.

That’s when I realized the
whole ride was a mess. It
was held together with
fun dough!
Fun Dough conducts
electricity? Cool!
Gordy!
Not now.

At first I thought of welding
the top together, but then I
figured if they used fun dough
for wires, the might not have
used a lot of real metal in the
construction, either.

Unplugging the thing just made it worse.
When it stopped spinning it got really
unstable. It was rocking everywhere.

I had to get everyone off
as fast as possible.

I saw some metal rods and decided I could
weld some together to make a ladder.

I just hoped I could
do it fast enough.
It was hard to get the
ladder up to them, but
with help from everyone,
we made it work.

I am so impressed with how
calm everyone was. And way
to go, Kas, for calling the
police. Well done.

We got everyone off the
ride safely and the cops kept
everything under control.

Just had to do one more
thing, find the bad guys. I
had a pretty good idea who
the “man in the white suit”
was. I’m pretty good with
lighting tricks.

After putting the crew
in charge of helping the
police get everyone
to safety I was off
like a flash.

Unfortunately, there wasn’t
anything I could do to stop
the Magno Go Round from
crashing to the ground.

Hey guys,
how’s it
going?
Good luck!
Go get ‘em!

Way to go!

Kick some
butt!

Uh, I don’t
think you’re
done yet.

And it hit the ground on its side
which was, well, not ideal.

There was an impressive amount of
angular momentum. At least most
people got out of the way in time.

It just, unfortunately,
started heading towards
the MIddLE school.

I thought when it got
to the top of the hill it
would slow down a bit,
but well, no...

The hill just kinda
launched it in the air.
It caught some
pretty sweet air.
yeah, and that was even
more of a problem.

It caught just enough air
to land on the roof. But at
least no one was hurt.

I think the roof
wasn’t too happy
about it.

No ma’am. it
Probably wasn’t.

WHOA!

I Gotta get a
photo of this for
the yearbook!

Dr. Daniel
is not going
to be happy.
Guess they’ll
have to build
that…

Seriously,
dude, just
don’t say it.

So, Dr. Daniel, it’s my
fault the Magno-Go-Round
is on your school. I
couldn’t stop it in time.
At least I was able to
save everyone and it’s
just a roof repair not
a crime scene.

Yeah! What
about that
guy?
Oh, it’s not your
fault at all! Please
don’t blame yourself.
Blame the man in the
white suit!

Dude, put
your hand
down.

See, that’s the thing.
It WASN’T a man in a
white suit. I caught the
guys that did it though.
Follow me, I can
explain everything.

Uh, Spectra? What’s
a “dark room?” Isn’t
that just a room with
no lights?

I managed
to trap them
in here.

No one’s
used this
room in a
while.

No, it’s where
they used to develop
film. Back before
normal cameras like
we have now. You can
only work with film
in rooms with only
red light.

I didn’t know the school
had a dark room. I’ll have
to try it out sometime!

And I’m guessing, this
is your guy? The man
in the “white” suit?

gasp!

Is this your guy?
But, uh, you
said he wasn’t
wearing white?

Really?

It was all
about the
lighting...

Remember that
blue dress you
photographed,
Ruby?

I realized that every
time we were seeing the
guy behind this mess he
was in a red light.

But, what
the… I don’t
get it.

Its just
like that.

It was just like that blue
dress. Blue looks white
when its in blue light. So if he
was always in red light and
looked white, he must be
wearing a red suit.

It’s easier than that.
we found a sack full
of money and fake
passports on ‘em. They
were going to make a
run for it.

This is the town’s money
and we can finally use it for
Well,
a new science lab!
after we
get a new
roof.

And I just happened to
know someone who
fit that description.
And his sister.

You defrauded our town for your
own gain, put my kids in danger, and Why would
put a hole in MY SCHooL’S RooF! you do this
to us?

When we see a gullible
town we’re like broken
rheostats….

We just
can’t
resist!

THE END

HEY GUYS. SPECTRA HERE. I MAY BE A SUPER SCIENCE HERO
BUT I’M NO ARTIST.
SO I ASKED DAVID EllIS, ARTIST OF THE SPECTRA
COMICS, TO cook up SOME EASY TO FOllOW
sketches ABOUT HOW TO DRAW... ME.
All I NeeD NOW IS SOME PAPER, A PENCIL
WITH AN ERASER, AND A BLACK PEN. WITH
SOME PRACTICE, MAYBE I CAN IMPROVE ON
MY LAST AttEMPT...

OKAY, SPECTRA FANS,
SHOW ME WHAT YOU can do!
DRAW A PICTURE of your favorite
spectra character AND POST IT
online WITH THE HASHTAG
#SPECTRAFAN.

Be sure to
FOllOW PHYSICS CENTRAL on
twitter, facebook, and snapchat
to see our favorites. And visit
Physicscentral.com to catch up
on all my adventures.

Keep up with the latest in the world of
physics and the original laser superhero

on social media

and on our home page

