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About APS & POPA

Founded in 1899 to advance and diffuse the 
knowledge of physics, the American Physical 
Society is now the nation’s leading organization 
of physicists with more than 48,000 members 
in academia, national laboratories and industry.  
APS has long played an active role in the federal 
government; its members serve in Congress 
and have held positions such as Science Advisor 
to the President of the United States, Director 
of the CIA, Director of the National Science 
Foundation and Secretary of Energy.

This report was overseen by the APS Panel on 
Public Affairs (POPA).  POPA routinely produces 
reports on timely topics being debated in 
government so as to inform the debate with the 
perspectives of physicists working in the relevant 
issue areas. 
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