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23 December 2015 
 
Dr. Dmitry Livanov, Minister 
Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation  
Moscow 125993, Russia  
11, Tverskaya Str.  
MPO-3 
 
Via fax:  +7 (495) 629 08 91 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
We are writing to you on behalf of the Committee on International Freedom of 
Scientists (CIFS) of the American Physical Society (APS). The APS is the largest 
non-governmental organization of physicists in the United States with over 51,000 
members worldwide. The Committee is charged by the APS with monitoring the 
human rights of scientists throughout the world, and assisting those whose rights are 
challenged or violated. 
 
We would like to bring to your attention our concern about the harsh treatment of 
distinguished scientists at the Institute of Theoretical and Experimental Physics 
(ITEP). In the past this institution earned a global reputation as a flagship for studies 
in the physical sciences as their research led to highly-recognized scientific results 
and technical applications.  
 
However, during recent years, the reputation of ITEP, now part of the Kurchatov 
Center, has been deteriorating. This change is partly because top scientists, who were 
leaders in the intellectual progress of ITEP, have been restricted from freely 
expressing themselves and at times have even been punished when they disagree 
with the policies of the new administration.  As an example, Alexander Gorsky, the 
head of their theoretical division, was fired for truancy after he travelled abroad to 
deliver an invited paper describing his original research. This type of treatment of 
accomplished scientists causes anxiety in the scientific communities in both Russia 
and the world.  
 
Specifically, we now appeal to you to prevent the ITEP Administration from 
arbitrarily firing Professor Mikhail Danilov for what appears to be non-scientific 
reasons.  Mikhail Danilov is a world renowned experimental physicist who as past 
director of ITEP, made a great effort to restore the quality work and traditions that 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIFS 2015 
 
 

Chair 
HERBERT L. BERK 

University of Texas at Austin 
 

ALESSANDRA BUONANNO 
University of Maryland,  

College Park 
 

DON A. HOWARD 
University of Notre Dame 

 
KOTIK LEE 

 
SAMUEL MARKSON 

Harvard-Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysics 

 
PETER S. RISEBOROUGH 

Temple University 
 

MARGARITA RYUTOVA 
Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory 
 

PETER SCHMELCHER 
University of Hamburg 

 
SURAJIT SEN 
SUNY – Buffalo 

 
VLADIMIR ZELEVINSKY 

Michigan State University 
 
 
 

Liaisons from the APS: 
AMY K. FLATTEN 

Director of International Affairs 
 

MICHELE IRWIN 
 International Programs 

Administrator 



had established the earlier highly esteemed reputation of ITEP.  Presently, Danilov has served 6 
years on the CERN Scientific Policy Committee--this is the highest advisory body at CERN--
and he is a collaborator in several international projects in particle physics and astrophysics.  
Despite the international interest in his research, his projects were not considered worthwhile by 
the ITEP Administration involved in ITEP's restructuring.  As a result Danilov's laboratory has 
been liquidated and he was fired for the following reason: “the institute does not have any 
vacancy corresponding to his qualification.” 
 
We view the decisions of the Kurchatov Center and ITEP to totally terminate the work of a high 
level research group and research leader as an action that is not only destructive to the principal 
researcher, Mikhail Danilov, but to the development of future Russian science. Thus we request 
that you review this and other cases that have arisen at the Kurchatov Center. We believe that 
you will find adequate reasons to reverse terminations that violated the human rights of the 
targeted scientists. Their reestablishment and the resumption of their research projects will help 
regain a healthy scientific climate at the Kurchatov Center and in ITEP that is conducive in 
fostering meaningful scientific advances.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Herbert L. Berk 
CIFS Chair 


